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“Far as I'm concerned. be's a frand.”
Gremiliion said, {latly derving Abagnale’s
tale. The ex-4110rney feserai 1556 to
1973} dencribed the ¥iory as “abscivtely
untree and preposerous.”

Abagraie’s 310 autobiograpay (“Catch
Me if You Can’'s was isted No. & oe
noafiction best seiler List .2 the Dt 6, 1580,
Time Magarine The hook says he was born
in 1948 That would put Eimiis Batce
Rouge sbout (967

Delean. who bas beeo wilh the AG'S
office since 1 743, was more than skeptical.

“The man is 5ot an impostor, be is 8
lisr,” the assistant attorney generai sasd.

“Tve soee him oa TV & coupie of times,”
DeJean 53id. “'“The man's face doesn't
meano anything to me.”

DeJean skimmed ihe chapter of
Abagnale’s book that tells of wu escapade

- &8 8 phiony lawyer and assistant atilorney
general

“There are quite a few discrepancies,”
DeJean sald.

The book says Abagnale took an eight-
hour bar exam three times in 13 weeks
before passing it. .

DeJean and J..Reginald Coco, sow
chairman of the state tax commission, find

_that cerious. They took the test in the 19608

offered twice a year.
‘said be was with Gremillion’s
offic€ between 1960 and 1969 and worked
with the bookkeeper in connection with
yroll and records after 1963
“I think I would have remembered

Robert Conrad,” said Coco, adding that be

: _vwauldhveamociawdthenamgvimt‘hat )

el e saxi The ‘ace doewr! extier "

Tom: McFerrin sow with te Divison of
Admimptraion, saic s worked i e AGS
olfice from (98] ¢ P70 and knew all the
AsKslanl AlioeTevs peneril

L new every one of “ern.” be skid. "“That
‘adme; Joestt ring & bell al 37 Shown
pbotos of Abagraie, McFermin sa:d, “"No.
I've never woer the mar ™

Abagraie said be bas toid kis story oe
teievision sumerous umes o Jokray
Carson and other personai:izes.

The Sar Francisce Chronicle, oo page
ove of its Oct. 6, 1978, editiom, said
Abagnale copped Carson. The story
include¢ contradictions of claims by
Abagnale, inciuding tbe story of his
adveniyres in Lowisana,

“In e checks scross the country
by The Chrogicle, bBardly anyore
confirmed the tales that Abagnaie told”
the newspaper 3aid. The stories were toid
to a reporter and later to some 100 other
persons — inciuding representatives of the
San Francisco police, district atlorney’s
office, the FBI local banks and stores — at
a seminar on white-collar crime, The
Chromicle said. .

The ~Associated - Presﬁ recounted
---Abagnale’s alleged adventires in a story
and said it required three days and was _ filed from Middletown,  N.J.; this-past- -

November. The Newark bureau of the AP
said the story was picked up from an
. account in the Ashury Park Press.

‘The State-Times ran the wire service
story, but edited out references to Baton
Rouge and the Louisiana Attorney
General’s Office because of difficulty in

_ getting confirmation.




