BR family says renowned impostcr took its money

By FAYETTE TOMPKINS
A mag who pictures himeelf a8 s suave
impostor /coe man whe stole millioes and
oluded international suthorities for years
was jafled bere in 1949 for taking money
from a Jocal family which took him into its

“He was buying my wife flowers and

taking ws out to sat and all the time it was.

my mooey,” sald Joha M. Parks of 1543
Woodhaven. .

Fraak W. Abagnale, then 20, forged &
$130 check to himself on the account of
Parks and his wife Chariotte on Jan. 31,
1969, and stole $312 from & Som,
11488 8. Choctaw on Feb. 1, 1949, police
snd court records show. He was charged
March 13, 1000, turned 31 on April 17, 1969,
and pleaded guilty June 3, 1969.

five yoars and put Abagnals on suparvised
muuf:nnm:mm

conditions that M tric
mmmm

show. )
. On Sept. 18, 1968, Parker issved a

warrant ordering Abagnale’s arrest for
abeconding frem probation supervision.
The warrant was withdrawn March 9, 1973
on the recommendation of a Louisiana
probation officer who said Abagnale had
satisfactorily ted in a treatment
program while being beld in a federal
reformatory at Petersburg, Va.

When taken into custody bere, Al
Sad aa airline eaiform and co-pilot’s ID at
the time, 1960 State-Tiznes accounts say.

On national TV, the college lecture
Muﬂhnmmw
has claimed be passed himeelf
off as an airline flight engineer and
doctor, college professor and Lovisiana
assietant attorney general before he was
canght in France amd there, in
Sweden sad in the States.

Abagnale claims his exploits as an
impostor occurred whes be was between
the ol 16 and 31, bt was i to
be 10 years older. Some of Mis claims,
imcluding the Louisiana assistant attorney
gemeral story, are disputed in various

quarters. .
Batos Rouge newspapyr reports of his

apprebension here in 1949 list him as 38,
but records show his date of birth as

bat potice
April 27, 1943, indicating he was 20 when

d here and is 33 years old today. i
Abagnale was picked op by Baton

lice on a minister’s tip before Parks

Abagnale had forged a check on

Parks socount, Parks said, adding that the

agrancy
booked with f

“He made his ¢ on TV that he'd
pever done anything to hert any families. I
wanted his address real bad,” sald.

“He called me (after being jailed) and
wanted me to get him a lawyer,” Mrs.
Parks said. “After be'd stolén money from

my hosband!
“He bad a key to our front door,” she

said. It was never recoversd. “We
the lock,” she said.
“Ifedhhnlcookd."llnt’ubuu"!
&iﬂmmuththnmcmuuu
someane would come into our home . . .”
1 don't trust people as much anymors,

" Pnr:?lld took A
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The Parks said their danghter Pauls, a
Delta Airlines stewardess, met Abagnale
on a Delta flight to Florida when be was
posing as a Trans World Alrlines flight

or pllot.
ter, Abagnale unexpectedly weat to
visit the daughter in New Orleans.
“She didn’t like him, didn’t know what to
do with him " Parks said.
The daughter brought him to Batos
Rouge for a visit, the Parks said. Later, -

Abagnale showsd up at the parents’ Baton * -

ag:uumm mid &
Parks said their young son Joba,

probably a college freshman thes, liked | = 4

Abagnale and they initially regarded him
favorably. However, there were some -
nngm:mwmmmym .
“He would the ficor bere at Right,
Parks said. Kis wife concarred.

There was something ol == %

“He had the smell of foar abeut him,”
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