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DAVID VITTER

April 12, 1995

'-‘The Honorable Bob Livingston -

* United States Congressinan.,

3901 Houma Boulevard, Svite 207
Metairie, Louisiana 70006

¢ S
Dear Bob: *

Thank you very much for your recent letter inviting me to help support the East Jefferson
Parish Republican PAC with a significant contribution. I have been an active participant in and
supporter of the PAC in the past, and would love to continne that support. However, one matter
prevents me fror%}%'ng 50 at this time. t

* Several months ago, 1 Ms, Mercedes Hemundez slapped me with an utterly frivotous
lawsuit which continues to languish in the courts, This is a continuation of a personal vendetia
against me on the past of not only Ms. Hernandez, but other persons active in the PAC
specifically inciuding Toha Treen and Vincent Bruno. Both Messrs. Treen and Bruno were
instrusfiental i enéﬁiﬁgmg this harassing action® Inlight of this and in light of these persons’
contintiéd achVe involverient in the PAC, 1 will have nothing to do with the PAC’s fundraising
efforts. ’ .

I can easily tolerate sincere disagreements with people. I can cven tolerate serious
disagreements which lead to litigation. But I will have nothing to do with people who pervert

the judicial system io harass me, carry out & personal vendeita, and directly harm not only me
but my wife and child as well,

All the best with your new responsibilities in Washington. You're doing a great job.

Sincereiy, MF I

' - : _ Azé 12,/ 1
'_ David Virter . : ﬁfZ'/ i w;i g ")
DVipae ‘ ‘ } | Lo-,.... e W

ce:  Ms, Sandy Emerson -
"7 Mr. Paul Dastugue ©
"M, David Treen -
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were called in to Airline Electric~
Connick said he wondered how
residents knew to call Airline
Electric instead of the parish.

Whien Conniek asked Burke to
senid the parish invoices and hills
for the $1.7 million it apga:emi
owed, Burke refused. Connic
nazd he was mystified that Burke

“wasn't hollering and pushing for
payment on a $1.7 million bill.”
Connick said parish efforts to
sort out the mesa with Burke col-
iepsed, and both parties-agreed to
cancel the contract.

The parish then tumed over its
report to Mamoulides, Connick
said, The distsict attorney.-slse
requested all Parish documents™
asgociated with its Styedtlight re-
pair aceount, and mv‘owes,-bﬂia
and checks cuncerning Airline’
Elegtrie, Conflek ard other naid.

In, February, Mmmoulides' of~.
fice charged Burke with thelr
aver $500. Since then, both
Burke apd his attorney, Ralph”

et ol
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" schools B
ing gays and would have made: -
the bill apply only to businesses

8 .. Burke is a member of the

is
®
bl 4

o
i

“President’s Club,"” &n exclusive
group of Yenni's supporters, and
has contributed $4,850 to Yenni's
campaign since 1999, ree rd
show. ¥
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tions Committae‘npproved 4.0,
Senate. Bill 918 by Sen. Mare
Moriat, D-New Orlesns, but re- -
fused to approve changes he of-".
fered'that could meke it more

1 geceptable to.the full Senote,
" The bill could be taken up on, .

the floor Bunday. - . )
Soms lawmskers viewed the

rejection of Morial's softening . -

amendment as.s possible ploy to

kill the bill' by making it too'

strong. However, Mozial can

offer the same changea on tHe
floor. - d

The amendment would have
exenptad dpnvate and religious
institutions from hir- -

with eight or more employees,  «
Morial and Chasles Jones, D-
Monree, voted. for the amend-
ment. Chairman Mike Crogs, D-
Baker, and Joseph Sevario, D

'Prmnewﬂe, voted agmnst it.

A it left the committes, the -
bili would forbid private scheols
and religious institutions to dis
sriminate in hiring and promo-

tion and would apply to .

businesses with 15 or more work-
ers.

“This bill is very simple. very |

soncise, very fundamental,” Mao-
rial paid. "It says we do not, we
cannot, we will not and we ahall
not tolerate discriminaﬂun based
on sexual otientation.”

The hill would expand existing
taw, which bans digerimination in
employment, financial practlcas,
credit transsctions and public ac-
commodations based on race,

rcreed, color, sex, age, religion or

national ongm to include se:ua!
orientation.”

The bill was endorse& by sev.
eral religious groups, including

- Associeted Catholic Charities in
‘New Orleans, the AFL-CIO and
Jawyer Ginger Berrigan, who is
- being conaidered by President

Clinton for a federal Judgesh]p n
New Orleans, :
“Jesus said nothing sbout ho-
mosema]lty, celibacy ot the sin-
e fife,""aaid the Rev. Steve

rump, & Baton Rouge Unitarian—

Jminister and & proponent of the
Bl "Pecple-suffer today . from
Peavert harasament because ot‘ their

sexual orientation.”

"% 1gidore Avcpin Jr, of Lal‘ﬁyeue‘ﬁ

futher.of a_sotcessful gay. beauty

e productmtrepreneut who has

moved ott-of the state, said his
son was taunted out of school 16
¥ORIS 8£0 hecause of his sexual
orientation,

*As elected ofﬂcza&s. you must
- i TR TR Do

on motion to toble (kill)
‘HB 1(_)13. wfm:h_ would

Accardo, LaPlace
Sowler, Harahan - 7
Brunesu, New Orieam
Dastugie, Jef&mn
Daane, Mandeville .
Donston, Metairie -
Hand, Kenner "~
Kelayar, Slidell: -~ .|
Lancaater, Metairie .V 7" -
Odlnat, Arsbi -
Patti, Belle Chasse LU
Schnelddr, Slidell -
Straln, Abita Springs

M. Theruot, Raceland

8. Theriot, Martere
‘Toomy, Gretpa,

Warnar, Chalmette -
wxnéhom, Terrytown

Alnriu, Westwego -
Ataxandar, New Orleans
Armstrong, New Orleans
Cartor, New Odenns . -
Chatason, Destrehan ~
Copelin, New Orleans
Favra, New Orleand
Forstor, New Orlesng -
Grean, Harvey
{rons, New Orleans = |
Landrivw, New Orleany,
Maorrall, New Orleans -
Murray, New Orleans
Pratt, New Orlesns .
wexnire, Donaldsonville
Vlner. Metairie' o
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Ansardl, Kenner - e

" Ha aaemed to' ever
On an outdoor, Btage w:
1 Chenier one minute, Tp
“with John Mooney the 1
1. night, he would.be ansts
Beausolell at "Tipitina's..

- He 'played with Ram;u

Blues, Zachary Biche
Dirty Dozen, Braﬁs Bant
meine Neviite, Snooks
‘Booazoo _Chaviﬁ,uBunni
~thitt Fint bs endlese...
. Mt it fanny and ndx
e said } I 1991, VI guess
*me play hecause I know
. play such an interesting
“ment, And it adds eome
the music: If it didn't ¢
thing, 1 detibt if they'd h
thmg to do with mé.

“The instrumient is th
apecifically, polished ¢
;bones, the precursors ta
{ "spoona and part.of the |
unusual’ ensemble of p4
foik instruments, |

. He had first seen f.!'
travelmg minstre! shor
‘302 and he played them
‘stitute for fitterbugging
vorite.dance but an s¢
hed aurrendered yeurs
health. -

He lotked the ‘bones
fingers and flailed his
creaté & polyrhythmie,

»hackbest well suited to
, pated, driving baat of 7
J].the bluea. .

' “It s nothing imt the '
wnid of his technique. .

*“Ha was the best bor
[ ever saw,” blues m
Mooney said: “There wi

- Louvisiana Association of

i tive rel;

protect 8ll the enple from dis-

cﬁminahon and harm,” he said.
“Gay peo%e are everywhere, As a
parent, 1 beg of you, I plead with
you aund T idsist you pasg this leg
islation to protect ovur ehildren.”
The bili waas opposed b

ness and Industry and conpeTva-
ous groups,
ev, Cary Klmbr’ﬁll P

Bawn Rouge Bagtigt minieter,
_eaid gays engage in
like sodomy. God will not like a

“sinful. acts

people, a nation or 3 person who
violates His'word,"
Business officlals gaid they 0]

- posed the bil) because it would

imnpossible for personne!l man-

agers to sk questions about.

someone’s sexual prochvmes and
practices.
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thing he couldnt play.”
" Mooney first met Mr.
1979716 2, Boston pub
“gion. Over the years th
together dozens of times
TUHe'd just walk up
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House acts

By HAYES FERGUSON
and ED ﬁtumwgi

BATON BOUGE - The House lost no
time Thuraday in Kiling a bill that would
hove made it illegel for employers or insur-
are to discriminate on the basia of sexuel
arientation. ’ :

The House voted 7124 to table House

Rif) 1013, which laat week hecame the first

gay rights legisiatien 1o sdvance in the

™

Louisiana Legislature when it was wmn

. proved by the Labor and Industrial Rela:
tions Commitiee. The vote effectively kills
the bill for this session.

.Rep. Jim Donelon, R-Metairie, whe
moved to tabls the meagure, said he feared

it would allow people who are Gred due to-

incompetence to sue, claiming they were
fired because they are goy. | -

mn_.mn.moma.x Benelon said. __..Hn.m going o ad—

quickly to kill

“It's not going to chenge employment

_..ﬁ_u&%,.wmmwﬁ‘ employers throughout the
state” o
The hili’s sponsor, Rep, Tray Carter, B-
~ Algiers, said he wes disappointed his col-
wx%cmw apted to sink the measyre in & prov-’
- cedu

ral move,
isgue inelfr

*{his bill could have beens beard, but we -
bed to go the parliamentary route without
giving it Fall debate,” he said P

The bill did not condone bomosexuslity,
Carter said, “It merely attempts to et

" phasize ..5% one

instead of voting on, the .

’s ability 1o be a producs
tive member of the workforce is
.independent of one's sexual orientation™ =
' Farller Thursday, a Senate comniittes
voted to send an even stronger gay rights
bijk to the Senate floor. But the over-
whelming negative- vote in the House
would nppent to doom any such legislation
_atthissessionm,” . . . . oS
. -The Senate Labor and In

&

averted

two brotheys}

By CHEISTOPHER COoP .
Siaff writer s -
S

A former New Orleafis pa-
trolman socused of sefting up an
slabarste system to extatt protes- -
tion peyments {rom an eastern
New Orleans message pariol waa
indicted on four coants of public
w_.mmmuw.a.wcgmmw by a state - _
grend jury. L

The ponel slse indicted Ken- .
neth Bibbins for conspiracy 10
commit public bribery nd with
carrying & concealed Smm

e o€ Joaers
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ZATH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT FOR THE PARISH OF JEFFERSON
STATE OF LOUISIANA
NO. 454-756

MARY MERCEDES HERNANDEZ
VERSUS
DAVID B, VITTER AND ABC INSURANCE COMPANY

FILED:

DEPUTY CLERK

SATISFACTION OF JUDGMENT

WHEREAS, 2 Judgment was rendered and signed by the 24th Judicial Disuict
Court, Parish of Jefferson, Staic of Louisiana, on November 10, 1997, in favor of the
plaintff, Mary Mercedes Hernandez, and against the defendant, David B, Viter,
condemning the defendant to pay to the plalndff the sum of Fifty doltars ($50.00) plus all
costs and interest from date of judicial demand until paid.

WHEREAS, the aforesaid Judgment has now been fully satisfied by the defendant;

WHEREFORE, satisfaction of judgment is hereby acknowledged; and the Clark of
the 24th Judicial District Court is hereby authorized by the plaintiff, by and through
undersigned counsel, to mark the docker satisfied in this matter and 1o otherwise canvel and

discharge the Judgment, upon payment of all costs by the defendant.

Gretna, La., this gphday of 4/\ {312 C»)’l ., 1998,

CLERK OQF COURT
Zah Judicial Distsict Count

Respectfully submitted,

HARjE:Y JACOBSON & CORRINGTON

/

£<:,ML,.. 4 C}
Robert G. Harvey, Sr.
2222 Canal St
New Qrleans, La. 70119
(504) 8222136
Counsel for Plaintift,
Mary Mercedes Hernandez

3~ %99

§, HEREBY CERTEY THAT ALL
COSTS INCURRED M THIS MATIER
HMAVE BLER PAID

ﬁ,.;fﬁ@
M}tc allgSatcounten

wnn b4 8

Hm' B "*Y.!!yk C!z.rk I
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24%H JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURTETORS TARIHAMISHALY JEFFERSCN

STATE OF LOUISIANA

NO. L?’irbt/'" 75@ Dm\?smgfﬁ; v ‘j

P
MARY MERCEDES HERNANDEZ

-4ir kY e ST

VERSUS

DAVID B, VITTER and ABC INSURANCE COMPANY

FELED:

DEPUTY CLERK o \

PETITICON FOR DAMAGES

The petition of MARY MERCEDES HERNANDEZ, a person of the
full age of maitority domiciled in the Parish of Jefferson, State of
Louisiana, with respect represents that:

1.
The following named parties are made defendant herein:

A. DAVID B. VITTER, & person of the full age of majority
domiciled in  the Parish of Jefferson, State of
louvisiana; and

B. ABC INSURANCE COMPANY, a forsign or domestic insurance
company authorized bto do and doing business in the
Parish of Jefferson, State of Louislana.

2.
On  Beptember 21, 1893, petitioner, MARY MERCEDES HERNANDESZ,
attended a "town hall mneeting” held by the delendant, 3State
Representative DAVID B, VITTER, at 7:00 o'clock p.m. at the
pmerican Leglion Hall, 2431 Matairie Road, Metairie, Jefferson
Parish, Louisiana. Petitioner, and other constitnents of the
defendant, had been scolicited and invited to attend the meebting by
the defendant "to discuss state issues.”

3.
During the duestion and answer portion of the meeting, petitioner
asked the defendant to explain the intent of the "Gay Rights Bill"
which had been introduced at\\hhe last Regular Session of the

Loulisiana Legislature.

JssUED@{J?; / /00 ;fz“_
{:@I)E@Am Loz ¥—F 3
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4.
For reasons anknown to petitioner, defendant became agitated and
enraged by petitioner's question, left the podium where he was
standing, advanced toward petitioner in a rapid, threatening
manner, pushing aside chairs which were in his path, and grabbed a
portable tape recorder belonging to petitioner which she was
holding in her right hand, forcibly wrenching it from her grasp.
5.
As a result of the unprovoked attack upon petitioner by the
defendant, DAVID B. VITTER, petitloner sustained injuries to her
right hand, the nature and extent of which wiil be shown at the
trial of this matter, and damages, including but neot limited to the
following:
A. Physical pain and suffering, past, present and future;
B. Mental pain and suffering, past. present and future;

¢. Medical expenses, including, but not limited to
physicians' fees;

. Toss of enjoyment of life and/or lifestyle;

. Loss of earnings;

F. Loss of earning capacity;

G. Hedonilc damages.

6.
ABC INSURANCE COMPANY is liable unto é;titioner by wvirtue of the
igssvance of a policy orx policies of insurance, which policy or
palicies provide liability coverage o the defendant, DAVID B.
VITTER, for the incident sued upon herein.

WHEREFORE petitioner, MARY MERCERES HERMNAWDEZ, prays that a
copy of the above and foregoing petition be duly served upon
defendants, DAVID B. VITTER and ABC INSURANCE COMPANY, and, after
dug proceedings had, there be Jjudgment herein in favor of your

petitioner, MARY MERCEDES HERNANDEZ, and against defendants, DAVID



B. VITTER and ABC INSURANCE COMPAWY, ijointly, severally and/or in
solido, for deamages as are reasonable in the premises.

FURTHER, your petitioner, MARY MERCEDES HERNANDEZ, prays
that defendants be condemned to pay all costs and that all expert
fees, travel expenses and depositions. be taxed.as cosks herein.

FURTHER, your petitioner, MARY MERCEDES HERNANDEZ, prays

for all general and equitable relief.

Respectiully submitted:

(Dhady /oo

CHARLES J. RO?ANO
LSBA$ 11437

3901 N. I-10 Service Road
Sulte H257

Metalrie, LA 70002
504/885-1138

Attorney for Plaintiff

PLEASE SERVE:
David B. Vitter

120 %. Oakridge Pk.
Metairie, LA
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STATE OF LOUISIANA

NO. 454756
MARY MERCEDES HERNANDEZ

versus

hy &)
DAVID B. VITTER AND ABC TNSURANCE COMPA§@@ Q (;;
%\
FILED:

f*‘f \
DEPUTY CLERK

ANSWER AND RECONVENTIONAL DEMANID

NOW INTO COURT, through undersigned counsel, comes
defendant and plaintiff in reconvention, David B. Vitter, who in response
to the allegations of the plaintiff, Mary Mercedes Hernandez, responds as
follows:

1.

The defendant admits his majority and residency but otherwise

denies the allegations of Paragraph 1 of the Petition.
2.

In response to Paragraph 2 of the Petition, defendant admits that a
town hall meeting was held at the American Legion Hall, in Metairle,
Louisiana on or about September 21, 1993 and that the plaintiff was in
attendance for a brief period of time but denies the remainder of the
allegations as written.

3.

Defendant denies the allegations of Paragraph 3 as written.

4.
Defendant emphatically denies all allegations contained in Paragraph
4 of the Petition.
5.
The allegations of Paragraph 5 of the Petition are denied,
individually and singularly.
&
Defendant denies the allegations of paragraph 6 of the Petition;
alternatively, if a policy of insurance providing coverage to him was in

effect on the date of the event in question, such document is a written

issuEDCet i e x:c‘z.ewmﬂ prmf/é%
TE SR - AP j
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Adams and Reene
Attorneys and Covanelory
At Law

New Orlesns. Lo,

instrument which itself provides the best evidence of its terms, conditions
and Hmitations.

AND NOW, in further response to the Petition of the Plaintiff, the
defendant avers as follows:

7

The incident made the basis of the plaintiff's Petition did not occur as
plaintiff has averred. To the contrary, it was plaintiff who unsuccessiully
attempted to provoke the defendant to action, an invitation which he
refused.

8,

Defendant avers that at all times relevant to the evenis in question,
that he acted in an appropriate, reasonable and responsible manner, and he
emphatically denies any intent to cause physical contact, or the
apprehension of physical contact on the date of the incident at issue.

9.

Alternatively, in the event that this Court finds that there was

physical contact between the defendant and the plaintiff, defendant asserts

that any contact was incidental and not the type of contact which would

normally lead to harm.
0.

Purther, defendant avers that the plaintiff sustained no injuries or
damages as a result of the alleged events in question.

11.

In the further alternative, defendant avers that the sole and
proximate cause of any damages sustained by the plaintiff, which damages
are expressly denied, is any and all of the individual acts of nagligence of
the plaintiff, including, but not limited to her failure to act as a reasonable
or prudent person would have acted under like circumstances, as weil as
such other acts of negligence which will be established at the trial thereof,

12,

In the further alternative, defendant specifically pleads the
comparative negligence and assumption of risk by the plaintiff in
mitigation or in reduction of any damages recoverable by the plaintiff,

which damages have been expressly denied.
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13.
In the final alternative, defendant avers that plaintiff has failed to
mitigate her alleged damages.
14.
Defendant, David B. Vitter, prays for trial by jury on all issues in

connection with this litigation.
E | LD

AND NOW, assuming the position of plaintiff in reconvention,

defondant, David B. Vitter, with respect represents as follows:
1.

Made defendant in reconvention is Mary Mercedes Hernandez, a
person of full age of majority and domiciled in the Parish of Jefferson, State
of of Louisiana.

2.

Mary Mercedes Hernandez is indebted to defendant, David B. Vitter,
for damages incurred and for all costs of these proceedings, by reasons of the
following:

3.

Ever since the 1991 District 81 State Representative campaign in
which Mr. Vitier won in a Jandslide against Ms. Hernandez and one (1)
ofher candidate, Ms. Hernandez has acted in an extremely bitter and
acrimonious mannper toward Mr. Vitter.

4.

On Tuesday evening, September 21, 1993, Ms. Hernandez attended a
Town Hall Meeting of Mr. Vitter at the American Legion Hall, Post 175,
7431 Metairie Road, Metairie, Louisiana. At this meeting, Ms. Hernandez
gained the foor and used the opportunity to spread false, malicious and
damaging information about Mr. Vitter, particularly concerning his voting
record with regard to gay rights. After allowing Ms. Hernandez to have her
full say, Mr, Vitter responded to the false accusations, in the process making
clear the falsity and shallowness of the accusations. The overall result was
that Ms. Hernandez humiliated herself, causing the audience to dearly turn

against her disruptive tactics.

Adiame and Reene
Attorneys wod Counncloes e
At Law
New (hkeans, La.
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Following the September 21, 1993 Town Hall Meeting, wherein Ms.
Hernandez tried to damage Mr. Vitter politically by spreading falsehoodly
about his voting record buk in fact humiliated herself, Ms. Hernandez
developed the false, malicious and damaging story that Mr. Vitter rushed
upon her, pushing away chairs, and physically attacked her, causing her
significant injury. She repeated this false version of events to numercus
persons in an attempt to embarrass Mr. Vitter and cause him political
damage.

6.

In this conscious and vindictive effort to embarrass Mr. Vitter and
cause him political damage by spreading utterly false, malicious, and
damaging accusations against him, Ms. Hernandez approached two (2}
separate audjences. First, she attemnpted to spread these falsehoods to the
general public, including Mr. Vister's voting constituency, through
communications with the press. Second, Ms. Hernandez personally
approached nUMErous persons active in the Jefferson Parish Republican

Party to try o hurt Mr. Vitter in this specific circle.

7.
On or about September 23, 1993, Ms. Hernandez spoke with a reporter

for Gambit newsweekly. She repeated the false, malicious and damaging
accusations against Mr. Vitter referenced above. These were incorporated
into a September 27, 1993, (Gambit article about the controversy.

8.

On or about October 1, 1993, Ms. Hernandez contacted The Times-
Picayune and again communicated these false, malicious, and damaging
accusations against Mr. Vitter referenced above, as well as the fact that she
had filed a lawsuit against Mr. Vitter. She also claimed that she had
contacted the Jefferson Parish Sheriff's Office regarding criminal charges
against Mr. Vitter but nasked them not to arrest him." This material was
included in an October 2, 1993 Times-Picayune article about the controversy.

2.
O or about October 1, 1993, Ms. Herpnandez contacted numerous

other members of the media and again communicated the false, malicious,

-t




Adams and Besse
Attotiteys and Ubonoslors
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New Orleans, La.

and damaging accusations against Mr. Vitter referenced above. On
information and belief, Ms. Hernandez or her representative contacted
WWL-TV Channe 4 (New Orleans), WDSU-TV Channel 6 (New Orleans,
and WVUE-TV Channel 8 (New Orleans). Her false information was
incorporated into reports sbout the controversy carried on at least two {2} of
the above stations as part of their October 1, 1993, evening news broadcasts.
mmgmﬂ&ﬂﬂﬂﬂmmm
10.

Within forty-eight (48) hours of the September 21, 1993, Town Hall
Meeting, Ms. Hernandez contacted active members of the }'effersoﬁ. Parish
Republican Party who were politically aligned with her and generally
opposed to Mr. Vitter 10 enlist their support in her vindictive campaign.
These persons specifically included Mr. John Treen, Mr. Vincent Bruno,
and Ms. Peggy Childers.

1L

On or about September 23, 1993, Mr. Vincent Bruno, acting on behalf
of Ms. Hernandez, telephoned Mr. Fager Villere, Republican Party PAC

Chairman for District T. Mr. Bruno communicated the false, malicous, and
damaging accusations against M. Vitter referenced above and invited Mr.
Villere to a meeting to discuss action which Mr. Villere as a party leader
could take to publicly reprimand Mr. Vitter.
12,

Approximately one week later, Ms. Hernandez telephone Mr. Villere
to repeat the false, malicious, and damaging accusations and to again try to
press Mr, Villere into making some sort of public reprimand of Mr. Vitter.

13.

On or about October 1, 1993, Ms, Hernandez again telephoned Mr.
Villere to tell him that she would like to deliver to him a copy of her
Jawsuit against Mr. Vitter, which she did.

14,

On or about September 23, 1993, Ms. Hernandexz telephoned Mr.
Richard A. Legendre, District Representative for Congressman Bob
Livingston, to again communicate the false, malicious and damaging
accusations against Mr. Vitter referenced above. She also paid a personal
visit to Mr. Legendre at Congressman Livingston's Metairie Office, the

Heritage Plaza Building, 111 Veterans Memorial Blvd., Suite 700, Metairie,

o
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Louisiana, to recount the same information and to state in clear and strong
terms that she thought Congressman Livingston should know about the
alleged outrageous assault.

15.

On or about September 22, 1993, Ms. Peggy Childers, acting on behalf
of Ms. Hernandez, telephoned Ms. Shiriey Giambelluca, an aciive
Republican and the wife of Jefferson Parish Councilman Nick Giambelluca.
She spoke 1o Mr. Giambelluca and communicated to him the false,
malicious and damaging accusations against Mr. Vitter referenced above.
She may have also urged some public action on the part of Mr. Giambelluca
or other prominent Republicans against Mr. Vitter.

16.

Upon information and belief, on several occasions prior to the
September 21, 1993, Town Hall Meeting in question, Ms. Hemandez contact
Ms. Sally Campbell, a Republican State Central Committee member from
St, Tammany Parish and a leader of the Christian Coalilon wing of the
Republican Party. She tried to turn Ms. Campbell against Mr. Vitter,
making allegations that he was an advocale of gay rights and the like. She
also specifically pushed the proposal that the Christian Coalition send out a
letter to its extensive membership criticizing Mr. Vitter on certain points
and disassodiating itself from Mr. Vitter.

17.

Upon information and belief, within approximately one (1) week of
the September 21, 1993 Tawn Hall Meeting in question, Ms, Hernandez
approached Ms. Campbell in the Stein Mart store on Veterans Memorial
Boulevard, Metajrie, Louisiana, and communicated the false, malicious and
damaging accusations against Mr. Vitter referenced above, continuing the
campaign to try to turn Ms. Campbell against Mr. Vitter. Several days after
this encounter, Ms. Hernandez telephoned Ms. Campbell and continued
the defamatory assault against Mr. Vitter.

18.

The statements made by Mary Mercedes Hernandez regarding the
actions of plaintiff in reconvention were false, and were made by the
defendant with malice, and resulted in actual injuries to David Vitter.
Such statements caused Mr. Vitter to suffer mental anguish, deprived him

of public confidence and injured his reputation as a result of which,

-




plaintiff in reconvention is entitled to such damages as are reasonable in
the premises.

WHEREFORE, defendant prays that the above Answer be deemed
good and sufficient and, that after due proceedings are had herein, that
there be judgment in his favor and against the plaintiff, Mary Mercedes
Hernandez, dismissing the Petition of the plainiiff with prejudice and at
her sole costs, for rial by jury and for all general and equitable relief.

WHEREFORE, plaintiff in reconvention, David B. Vitter, prays that
defendant in reconvention, Mary Mercedes Hernandez, be duly served with
a copy of this Reconventional Demand, and that she be required to respond
to the same within the time permitted by law, and that following due
proceedings herein, that there be judgment in favor of plaintiff in
reconvention and against Mary Mercedes Hernandez, for such damages as
are reasonable in the premises, along with all court cosis, expert fees and
interest from date of judicial demand. Plaintiff in reconvention further
prays for trial by jury and all general and equitable relief.

Respectfully submitted,
ADAMS AND REESE

S
\“:;“bQ 0@(73 }\')fl--&f o 4 B
“PHILIA D. Bmi!c;mam@s’ #2988
500 Otve Shell Square
New Orleans, LA 70139
Telephone: (504) 581-3234
Attorney for David B. Vitter

Mary Mercedes Hernandez

through her attorney of record,

Charles }. Romano P
3901 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite H257, & fassivad @f’f ’
Metairie, Louisiana 70002 :

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the above and foregoing has been seryed
fye
on all counsel by placing same in the U.S. Mail, postage paid, this fgd %ay

of November, 1993.
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\ 24TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT FOR THE PARISH OF gE
E:A

‘ﬂt‘ STATE OF LOUILSIANA @ Sy
<
rb NO. 454-756 -

MARY MERCEDES HERNANDEZ
YERSUS

DAVID B. VITIER AND ABC INSURANCE COMPANY

PILED:

DEPUTY CLERK
ANSWER TO RECONVENTIONAL DEMAND
HOW INTO COURT, through

undersigned counsel, cones plaintiff
and deferndant in reconvention, MARY MERCEDES HERNAWDEZ, who in
response to  the allegations of defendant and plaintiff in

reconvention, David B, Vitter, responds as follows:s

1.
Paragraph 1 is admitted.
2.
Paragraph 2 is denied.
3.
pParagraph 3 is denled.
4.

n response to raragraph 4 of the Reconventional Demand,
defendant in reconvention admits that she attended a Town Hall

Meeting held by Plaintiff in Reconvention at the American Legion

Hall, Post 175, 2431 Metairie Road, Metalrie, Loulsiana, on Tuaesday

evening, September 21, 1983 but denies the

remainder of the
allegations of Paragraph 4 as written,
5.
paragraph 5 is denied as written.
6.
Paragraph § is denied as written.
7.

Paragraph 7 is denied as written.



3.
paragraph 8 is denied as written.
8.
paragraph 9 is denied as written.
10.
paragraph 10 is denied as written.
1%,
paragraph 11 is denied for lack of information sufficient to
justify a bellel as to the truth thereof.
12,
paragraph 12 is denied as written.
13.

Iin response to Paragraph 13 of the Reconventional Demand,

defendant in reconvention admits that she delivered a copy of her

saweuit to Mr. Villere but denies the remainder of Paragraph 13 as

written.

14.

In regponse LO Paragraph 14 of the rReconventional Demand,

defendant in reconvention adwmits that she pald a visit to Mr.

Legendre at Congressman Livingston's Metairie Office and that she
telephoned him, but denies the remainder of the allegations of
Paragraph 34 as written.
15.
paragraph 15 is denied for lack of information sufficlent to
justify a belief as to the truth thereof.
16.
paragraph 16 is denied as written.
17.
pParagraph 17 is denied as written.
18.
paragraph 18 is denied.
AND NOW, in further response to the Reconventional Demand of

defendant and plaintiff in reconvention, the plaintiff and

defendant it reconvention avers as followst



19.

Plaintiff in reconvention ("Rep. Vitter") is, and at all times

relevant hereto, was a public official and/or a public figure.
20.

nefendant in reconvention ("*Mary Hernandez") 1s, and at all
vimes relevant hereto, was one of Rep, Vitter's constituents. She
attended the Town Hall Meeting at nis invitation, contained in a
publication entitled "Repregentative David Vitter, Legislative
Report", which wag mailed to “"The Hernandsz Family, 648 Gimeer
Avenue, Metairie, LA 76005.¢ Mary Hernandez and her 87 year old
invalid mother reside at that address which is located in 5State
representative District 81, Rep. Vitter's district.

21.

Mary Hernandez attended the Town Hall Meeting because she is a
concerned citizen, vitally interested in public issues. She is a
conservative Republican and a very active member of the Jeffexrson
Parish Republican Party.

22,

buring the guestion and answer portion of the Town Hall
Meeting Mary Bernandez, after being duly recognized, asked Rep.
Vitter, in & calm and courteous manner to explain the “"Gay Rights
Bill" which had been introduced at the last Regular Session of the
Louisiana Legislature and his position with respect thersto, as she
had heard that he was a co-author of the bill.

23.

For reasons unknown to Mary Hernandex, Rep. Vitter became
agitated and enraged by her gquestion, left the podium where he was
standing, advanced toward her in a rapid, threatening manner,
pushing aside chairs which were in his path, and grabbed a portable
tape recorder belonging to petitioner which she was holding in her
right hand, forcibly wrenching it From her grasp, injuring her hand

in the provess.



24,

After baing assaulted and battered by Rep. Vitter in front of
scores of people, Mary Hernandez struggled to keep her composure
and, after a few wlnutes, left the meeting. She then proceeded Lo
a nearby restaurant where she met a friend, Ms. Peggy Childers, who
was seated next to her at the meeting and witnessed the entire
ingident.

25.

Mary Hernandez began to cry havause of the emotional trauma to
which she was subjected by the outrageous conduct of Rep. Vitter.
Ms. Childers tried to console her and suggested that she call Mr.
John Treen, a friend and a very prominent and respected member of
the Republican Party, for advice, which she did. Mr. Treen agreed
o meet with her the next evening, September 22, 1883, to further
discuss the matter.

26.

on the evening of September 22, 1993, Mary Hernandez, Mr.
Treen, Ms. Childers and several other persons, including Mr.
vipcent Bruno, the Vice-Chairman of the Jefferson Parish Republican
Pary, who had been invited to the meebing by Mr. Treen.

27.

Those in attendance at the meeting were appalled to hear that
Rep. Vitter had assaulted and battered a female constituent and
reconmended that the incident be immediately called to the
attention of the law enforcemsnt authorities, the Republican Party
and the public, i.e., all parties were of the opinion that Rep.
Vitter, as a public official, should be held fully accountable for
his behavior and that the public had a right and & need to know
about Rep. vVitter's disturbing propensity to lose his temper and
abuse people for no apparent reason. Mr. Brung agreed to contact
Mr. Roger villere, Republiecan Party PAC Chairman for District L

about the incident. Ms. Childers agreed to contact Mr. Nick



Giambelluca about the incident. Mr. Giambelluca, along with Ms.
Childers, was an eye witness to Lhe incldent.
28.

Following the weeting, Mary liernandez employed the undersigned
as her legal counsel. $he also, later in the avening, contacted
the Jefferson Parish sheriff's Department to File a complaint
against Rep. Vitter for assault and battery. The sheriff's Office
responded by dispatching an officer to her home at approximately
1:00 o'clock a.m. on september 23, 1993. after she related the
facts to the officer, he asked for Rep. Vitter's address so that he
could bhe arrvested. Mary Hernandez, out of compassion for Rep.
vitter's family, asked that Rep. ¢Yitter not be arrested bul simply
served with a criminal citation later that day. The officer
explained %o her that this was not the procedure of the Sherifi's
Office and, if she swore gul a complaint, he would have Lo arrvest
Rep., Vitter immediately. she then deciined to swear out the
complaint and told the officer she would be in touch with him at a
later time.

29.

Mary Hernandez prepared a press releasae for distribution to
che media in Jefferson and Orleans parish to make the public aware
of the outrageous behavior of Rep. Vitter and instructed her legal
counsel to immediately f£ile a aivil suit for recovery of hner
damages from Rep. Vitter. She provided a wopy of her press release
and her lawsuit to the media and Lo prominent mnembers of the
republican Party in Jefferson Parish, including her Congregsman,
United States Representative Bob Livingston, with a reguest that
Rep. Vitter be censured For his conduct,

30.

All statements made by Mary Hernandez regarding the actions of
Rep. Vitter were true and were made without malice in tha lawful
exercise of the right of free speech guaranteed to her by Article I

of the Constitution of the United States of America.



WHEREFORE, defendant in reconvention prays that the above
Answer he desmed good and sufficient and, that after due proceed~
ings are had herein, that there be judgment in hexr favor and
against the plaintlff in reconvention, David B. Vitter, dismiss—~
ing the Reconventional perand of plaintiff in reconvention with
prejudice and at his sole cost and for all general and equitable
relief.

Respectfully submitted,

Chudy

CHARLES J. RﬁMhNO, LEBA# 11437
3901 N. I-10 Iservice Road
Suite H257

Metairie, LA 70002

504 /885~1138

Attorney for Mary M. Hernandesz

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the above and foregoing has
peen served on all counsel by placing same in the U.3, Mail,

postage paid, this day of . 1994,

@M//AM

CHARLES J. R?MANO




